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GENERAL  E3ADQUARTERS 
UNITED  GTATr  3  ARMY  FORCES,  PACIFIC 
WAR  CRIMES  BRANCH 


£ 


19  February  1946 

MEMORANDUM  TO:  Prosecution  Section  (Report  No.  209) 

THRU:  Executive  Officer,  War  Crimes  Branch 

SUBJECT:  Bataan  General  Hospital  Nos.  1  and  2 


*  *  * 


II.  SUMMARY  OF  EVIDENCE t 


On  9  April  1942.  the  American  forces  at  Bataan  Peninsula 
surrendered  to  the  Japanese,  but  it  was  not  until  about  six  weeks 
Jeter  that  Corregidor  and  Fort  Drum  capitulated.  During ‘ 
val,  Japanese  artillery  on  Bataan  was  continually  duelling  with  the 
American  guns  on  Corregidor  and  Fort  Drum. 


The  chief  complaint  against  the  Japanese  seems  to  be  that 
they  placed  field  pieces  and' tanks  in  close  proximity  to  the  Eataan 
hospital  where  approximately  seventy-five  hundred  American  and  seven 
thousand  Filipino  patients  were  being  treated  (R  14.  93;. 
artillery  was  placed  so  close  to  the  hospital  that  it  was  obvious  tha 
the  Japanese8 intended  to  use  the  hospital  as  a  -shield  against  answer¬ 
ing  flR  fJSm  thf  American  guns  (R  19,  25),  particularly  since  the 
patients  could  have  been  evacuated  (R  96).  One  ] patienv  saw  twen  y- 
three  Japanese  guns  from  his  place  in  the  hospital  34).  jj  JJ 

complaints  were  made  to  tha  Japanese  about  the  proximity  of  their 
artillery,  Japanese  officers  replied  that  the  guns  ™?u;Anot  k® 
moved  until  Corregidor  surrendered  to  the  Japanese  (R  34).  As  a 
result  of  piscine  those  gur.3  so  near  the  hospital,  at  least  five 
American  patients  in  thl  hospital  were  killed  and  many  others  wound ec 
by  gunfire  from  the  Americans  on  Corregidbr  and  *ort  D.um  (R  19,  ?5) . 


•  After  the  American  forces  on  Bataan  surrendered,  Japanese 
confiscated  medical  supplies  and  almost  all  of  the  food  at  the 
hosDital.  leaving  only  some  fruit  juices,  canned  jtuIk,  and  d..rty, 
wormy,  moulder  ice  (R  23,  53,  05).  While  the  prisoners  and  patients 
were^forced  to  live  on  this  meager  diet,  the  Japanese  soldiers  vere 
eating  meals  which  included  vegetables  and  nea^  (R  53)  • 


An  American  nurse  was  raped  by  Japanese  soldiers  and 
apparently  no  disciplinary  action  whatever  was  taken  against  the 
offenders  (R  1,  2,  15.)  • 


American  prisoners  were  forced  to  haul  Japanese  field 
pieces  to  various  locations  on  Bataan  for  use  against  the  American 
forces  on  Corregidor  (R  93) . 


''Filipino  patients  who  were  barely  able  to  walk,  were 
forced  to  leave  the  hospital  and  join  the  "death  march"  (R  158,  166). 


86). 


Prisoners*  personal  effects  were  looted  by  Japanese  (R  85, 


*  *  * 
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